


The Songs 
Augathella Station  

Also known as Brisbane Ladies, this version from the singing of A.L.Lloyd whose tune and fourth 

verse make it distinct from other versions.  This tune derives from a sailors song, Spanish Ladies. The 

concertina line is sometimes given as to the racketty old banjo of Henery Gunn. 

The  Drover 
The song was written by Saul Mendelsohn, who was a storekeeper in Narango, where he died in 

1879. This is the original title of the song and this is the tune Mendelsohn gave it True British Sailors. 

The  Good Old Concertina  
This is a poem by Henry Lawson. Two settings are given here the first by Bob Bolton who was a 

concertina player himself, and the second to the tune The Girl I Left Behind Me or Brighton Camp. 

The  Man with the Concertina, 
The original words came from Robert Stewart (b1838) drover, horse-breaker, shearer and gold-

digger. Printed in Stewart and Keesing’s Old Bush Songs with the teasing note a verse and a half 

missing which inspired Bob Rummery to add verses. He used the setting as given in Australian 

Tradition #25, The Girl I Left Behind Me. 

The  Man with the Concertina, 
Dave de Hugard recorded his own  version of the song with the words quite significantly adapted 

and set it to his own tune. 

The  Hut That's Upside Down 
The original version collected by John Meredith from Tom and Mary Byrnes, had lines missing also. 

The version published by the Bush Music Club in various books didn’t quite work so I adapted it and 

in the process included a fiddle and concertina.  

I Played Me Concertina 
A comic song sung by Arthur Osmond on an Edison Standard Record 1909 as heard on a recording 

from University of California, Santa Barbara Library. It was unearthed by Rob Willis and transcribed 

by me. 

The  Shearer's Jamboree 
A popular Australian Country and Western song with words and music by Eric Tutin 1946. It was 

recorded by Tutin and Joan Martin, with Martin doing a characteristic yodel as a break. 

The Woolshed Hop 
An unashamedly silly song from an unidentifiable copy of sheet music. I saw it performed as part of  

the Pram Street Theatre musical "Back to Burke Street". The music was posted to me by a cast 

member. Later I added a second verse. 



My Little Concertina 
Written by Peter Best for the brilliant iconic 1995 film On Our Selectio. The song was the theme song 

for the love interest between Kate and Sandy. In the original soundtrack they sing it nicely in 

counterpart. 

A Night at Daisy Park 
Neil McCann wrote the words for the original poem about his grandfather’s experience. I believe 

that  Dave de Santi and John Harpley corroborated on the tune for a Wongawill recording. 

The  Old Country Hall Song 
In 2018 I was asked to put on a show for the centenary of the Wingello Mechanics Institute Hall so I 

collated slides and stories and tunes that related to the hall. But I needed a song that summarised its 

social and historical significance for the community, so I wrote this to a locally collected tune,  the 

Glenquarry Waltz (aka The New Mexico Waltz). 

Ben Hall at Goobang Creek 
Richard Officer has a long standing interest in the story of Ben Hall as a great uncle was largely 

responsible for thwarting the success of the Eugowra Rocks Robbery. In this song he has Hall 

reminiscing on the eve of his fatal shooting by the police. 

Songs of the Bush 
Written by Jason and Chloe Roweth from Milthorpe with a tinge of regret for the missed opportunity 

of learning concertina from an older relative. Chloe has taken up the concertina now and pumps out 

the odd dance tune on it. 

On My Little Concertina 
On his YouTube page English concertinist, Ian Page describes the song as a humorous ditty as full of 

innuendo as anyone could wish. The words were written by fellow Englishman Jim Garrett. 

In an English Concertina 
This is an idea drafted by Greg Wilson and tweaked by yours truly. The setting is the well known 

English Country Gardens,  a Morris tune collected by Cecil Sharp, the founding father of the folk-song 

revival  in England. The tune was arranged for piano in 1918 by Percy Grainger, an Australian-born 

composer  and is often mistakenly attributed to him.  
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Songs of the Bush (C & J Roweth) / The Drover / Joe’s Treeparter (Traditional) 
(Arrangement Copyright C & J Roweth) 
From the Us Not Them CD “Live – One Man’s Weeds…..Another Man’s Flowers” (2001) 

This song is our ‘thank you’ to the many collectors of Australian music and folk-lore.

Grandad knew stories and songs of this country, 
From days before TV, when gold was still found; 
And the tunes that he played had a style all Australian 
Flowing as endless as a spring from the ground. 

And there in the goldfields were all kinds of people, 
Many who'd travelled so far from their homes, 
So Grandad knew Germans and Kooris and Irish, 
And shared with them music and stories and poems. 

But I never learned how to play concertina, 
Happy enough with my foot keeping time. 
Somewhere I guess I just took it for granted - 
The songs of the bush would still be there next time. 

This country was growing, it's character showing - 
We're tough dancing drinkers always good for a laugh, 
And the songs we were singing were no longer homesick 
Of bushrangers, shearing and this country we love. 

But I never… 

Strange days indeed when the songs of our history 
Need be collected all over again, 
But the old people die, taking with them their memories, 
And the melodies vanish like they've never been. 

And I never…
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